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ORDINANCE NO. 2004-043 


AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY 
COMMISSIONERS OF PALM BEACH COUNTY, 
FLORIDA, PROVIDING FOR A REDUCTION IN THE 
ASSESSED VALUE OF HOMESTEAD PROPERTY, 
RESULTING FROM THE CONSTRUCTION OR 
RECONSTRUCTION OF THAT PROPERTY FOR 
PURPOSES OF PROVIDING LIVING QUARTERS FOR 
ONE OR MORE NATURAL OR ADOPTIVE PARENTS OR 
GRANDPARENTS OF THE OWNER OR THE OWNER’S 
SPOUSE, AS AUTHORIZED BY FLORIDA LAW; 
PROVIDING FOR NOTICE TO PROPERTY APPRAISER; 
PROVIDING FOR ENFORCEMENT; PROVIDING FOR 
PENALTY; PROVIDING FOR REPEAL OF LAWS IN 
CONFLICT; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; 
PROVIDING FOR INCLUSION IN THE CODE OF LAWS 
AND ORDINANCES; AND PROVIDING FOR AN 
EFFECTIVE DATE. 


WHEREAS, Article VII, Section 4(e) of the Florida Constitution authorized the Florida 


Legislature to enact a general law to allow counties to provide for a reduction in the assessed 


value of homestead property to the extent of any increase in the assessed value of that property 


resulting from the construction or reconstruction of the property for the purpose of providing | 


living quarters for one or more natural or adoptive grandparents or parents of the property owner 
or the owner’s spouse if at least one of the grandparents or parents for whom the living quarters 
are provided is 62 years of age or older; and 

WHEREAS, Section 193.703, Florida Statutes, implemented Article VII, Section 4(e) 


sof the Florida Constitution, authorizing counties to provide for a reduction in the assessed value 


of homestead property which results from the construction or reconstruction of that property for » 


the purpose of providing living quarters for one or more natural or adoptive parents or 
grandparents of the owner of the property or of the owner’s spouse if at least one of the parents 
or grandparents for whom the living quarters are provided is at least 62 years of age; and 

WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners of Palm Beach County has 
considered the costs to the County and the benefits to the eligible property owners regarding the 
provision for this reduction in homestead assessment for the construction or reconstruction of 
living quarters for parents or grandparents as provided by Florida law; and 

WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners of Palm Beach County believes it to 
be in the best interest of the health, safety and welfare of its residents to adopt this Ordinance, 
implementing the homestead assessment reduction authorized by Article VII, Section 4(e) of the 


Florida Constitution and Section 193.703, Florida Statutes. 
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY 
COMMISSIONERS OF PALM BEACH COUNTY, FLORIDA, that: 

Section 1. TITLE: 

This Ordinance shall be titled “The Palm Beach County Reduction in Homestead 
Assessment for Providing Living Quarters for Parents or Grandparents.” 

Section 2. DEFINITIONS: 

For purposes of this Ordinance, the following terms shall have the meanings indicated 
below: 

(a) “Board” means the Board of County Commissioners of Palm Beach County, 
Florida. 

(b) “County” means Palm Beach County, Florida. 

(c) | “Construction” means all types of construction governed by the County’s building © 
code. 

(d) “Primary place of residence” shall have the same meaning as “permanent 
residency” for establishing homestead exemption pursuant to Section 196.031, Florida Statutes. 
The Property Appraiser may rely on the factors listed in Section 196.015, Florida Statutes in 
determining whether the property is the primary place of residence. 

(e) “Property Appraiser” means the Palm Beach County Property Appraiser. 

(f) “Reconstruction” means all types of reconstruction governed by the County’s | 
building code. 

Section 3. REDUCTION OF HOMESTEAD ASSESSMENT: 

Effective January 1, 2005, there is hereby granted to the owner of homestead RTN a 
reduction in the assessed value of that property equal to any increase in the assessed value of the 
property which results from the construction or reconstruction of the property for the purpose of 
providing living quarters for one or more natural or adoptive parents or grandparents of the 
owner of that property, or the owner’s spouse, if at least one of the parents or grandparents for 
whom the living quarters are provided is at least 62 years of age. 

1. The assessment reduction provided herein applies under the following circumstances: 

(a) The construction or reconstruction is substantially complete in the year prior to 
the January 1 in which the qualifying parent(s) or grandparent(s) first occupies the constructed or 


reconstructed living quarters. 
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(b) At least one qualifying parent or grandparent maintains his or her primary place 
of residence in the constructed or reconstructed living quarters during the taxable year for which 
the reduction is claimed. 

(c) The assessment reduction shall be applied to the assessed value of the homestead 
property as calculated pursuant to Section 193.703, Florida Statutes. 

(d) The construction or reconstruction is consistent with applicable local land 
development regulations. 

(e) The assessment reduction applies only to construction or reconstruction that 
occurs after November 5, 2002 to existing homestead property. 

2. The amount of the assessment reduction shall not exceed the lesser of the following: 

(a) The increase in assessed value resulting from construction 
or reconstruction of the property; or 

(b) Twenty percent (20%) of the total assessed value of the property as improved. 

3. A reduction in assessment may be granted only upon an application filed annually with | 
the Property Appraiser. An applicant is required to complete forms required by the Property 
Appraiser, including any affidavit regarding the age of the qualifying parent or grandparent and 
whether the living quarters are being used as the qualifying parent’s or grandparent’s primary 


place of residence for the year in which the reduction is sought. The application must be made 


! before March 1 of the year for which the reduction is to be granted. 


4. When the property owner no longer qualifies for the reduction in assessed value for 
living quarters of parents or grandparents, the previously excluded just vals of sigh 
improvements as of the first January | after the construction or reconstruction was substantially 
completed shall be added back to the assessed value of the property. 

Section 4. NOTICE TO PROPERTY APPRAISER: 

The Board hereby directs that a copy of this Ordinance shall be delivered to the Property 
Appraiser forthwith after its filing with the Department of State. 

Section 5. REPEAL OF LAWS IN CONFLICT: 

All local laws and ordinances in conflict with any provisions of this Ordinance are hereby 
repealed to the extent of such conflict. 

Section 6. ENFORCEMENT: 


This Ordinance is enforceable as provided by law. 


Section 7. PENALTY: 

If the owner of homestead property for which such a reduction in assessed value has been 
granted under this Ordinance is found to have made any willfully false statement in the 
application for the reduction, the assessed value reduction shall be revoked by the Property 
Appraiser, the owner is subject to a civil penalty of not more than $1,000, and the owner shall be 
disqualified from receiving any such reduction for a period of 5 years. 

Section 8. SEVERABILITY: 

If any section, paragraph, sentence, clause, phrase, or word of this Ordinance is for any ) 
reason held by a Court of competent jurisdiction to be unconstitutional, inoperative, or void, such : 
holding shall not affect the remainder of this Ordinance. 

Section 9. INCLUSION IN THE CODE OF LAWS AND ORDINANCES: 


The provisions of this Ordinance shall become and be made a part of the Palm Beach | 


County Code. The sections of this Ordinance may be renumbered or relettered to accomplish | 


such, and the word “ordinance” may be changed to “section,” “article,” or other appropriate : 


l 
| 
' word. | 
| 


Section 10. EFFECTIVE DATE: 

The provisions of this Ordinance shall become effective upon filing with the Department | 
of State. | 
APPROVED and ADOPTED by the Board of County Commissioners of Palm Beach | 
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County, Florida, on this the 19 dayof October ,2004 . 
DOROTHY H. WILKEN, CLERK PALM BEACH COUNTY, FLORIDA, BY ITS 
BO 


ho 


n T. Marcus, Chair 


EFFECTIVE DATE: Filed with the Department of State on the 25 day of 


October 30 04 


TE OF FLORIDA, COUNTY OF PALM BEACH 
P DOROTHY H. WILKEN, ex-officio Clerk of the 
Board of County Commissioners certify this to bea 
true and correct copy of the original filed in my office 
on Coa tafe sey ee pr 
DATED at West Palm Beach, FL on bri 6 5 


DOROTHY H. WILKEN, Clerk — 
ale hy aa Se R EE ED BSA as D.C. 
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